Subject: Please ask the Government why it is not speaking up for Türkiye’s street dogs
Dear [MP’s Name],
I am writing as your constituent to ask you to raise the situation facing Türkiye’s street dogs with the UK Government.
I am deeply distressed by the killing and suffering of thousands of innocent dogs following the introduction of Law No. 7527. Like many others, I have reached the point where I no longer feel able to spend my money on holidays in Türkiye or on Turkish businesses and services while this continues.
I recognise the difficulties Türkiye faces in managing its street dog population and I respect its sovereignty. But this is now an international animal welfare concern.
Türkiye is a party to the European Convention for the Protection of Pet Animals, a Council of Europe treaty which establishes common standards for the treatment of animals and includes measures intended to address stray animal populations humanely.
So why is the UK Government not asking Türkiye whether its current actions are consistent with the commitments it made under that Convention?
Given the UK's important strategic relationship with Türkiye, I understand that diplomatic engagement can be sensitive. But surely that makes constructive dialogue more important, not less.
I would like you to ask the Government:
· What discussions has it had with Türkiye about the implementation of Law No. 7527?
· Has it asked how the current treatment of street dogs is consistent with Türkiye's obligations under the European Convention for the Protection of Pet Animals?
· Why has the UK Government been so reluctant to speak publicly about this issue?
· Has it asked why offers of international animal welfare assistance have reportedly been rejected?
· Will the Government now raise these concerns directly with its Turkish counterparts?
British people are already making decisions about where they travel and where they spend their money because of what is happening to these animals.
This is not about hostility towards Türkiye or interference in its domestic politics. It is about whether international commitments on animal welfare mean anything when thousands of vulnerable animals are suffering and dying.
Please ask these questions in Parliament on behalf of your constituents.
These dogs have no political voice. We do.
I would be grateful to know whether you are prepared to raise this matter with the Government and what response you receive.
Yours sincerely,
[Full name]
[Address]
[Postcode]

