Subject: A personal appeal regarding Türkiye’s street dogs
To His Excellency the Turkish Ambassador,
I am writing to you as someone who cares deeply about animals and who has been deeply saddened and distressed by what is happening to street dogs in Türkiye following the introduction of Law No. 7527.
I recognise that Türkiye faces genuine challenges in managing its population of street dogs and that the authorities have a responsibility to protect both people and animals. However, I cannot reconcile the current approach with the belief that animals who have done nothing wrong should lose their lives simply because they live on the streets.
The stories and reports coming from Türkiye have left me heartbroken. Thousands of innocent dogs have already lost their lives, and many more are now facing an uncertain future.
These are not statistics to those of us who care about animals. They are living, sentient beings. They feel fear, pain and distress, and many have spent their lives being cared for by local communities.
I am writing because this has changed the way I feel about visiting Türkiye.
For many years, Türkiye has been a destination that I would have considered for a holiday. It is a country with a rich culture, beautiful landscapes and wonderful people. But I cannot ignore what is happening to its street dogs, and I am finding it increasingly difficult to feel comfortable spending my money on a holiday in a country where I believe innocent animals are suffering and dying as a consequence of this policy.
[If applicable, add your own personal connection to Türkiye here. For example: “I have visited Türkiye several times and have always loved my time there.” / “I have family and friends in Türkiye.” / “I had been planning to visit Türkiye this year.” / “Türkiye has always been a country I wanted to visit.”]
This is not a decision I have made lightly. I do not wish to turn away from Türkiye or its people. I want to be able to visit Türkiye again and feel proud to do so.
That is why I am asking you to please consider the growing distress felt by people in the UK and elsewhere who care deeply about the welfare of these animals.
I respectfully ask that the Turkish Government consider whether there is a more humane and sustainable way to manage the street dog population, one that protects communities while also protecting the lives and welfare of the animals.
I also ask that the suffering and deaths of these dogs are not dismissed as an unavoidable consequence of the situation. There are people around the world who are watching, who care deeply and who want to see Türkiye find a compassionate solution.
I hope that Türkiye can show the world that it is possible to address this difficult problem without unnecessary suffering and loss of life.
I would very much like to be able to visit Türkiye again one day without feeling that doing so conflicts with my conscience.
Please hear the voices of those of us who are asking for compassion for Türkiye's street dogs.
Yours faithfully,
[Full name]
[Town/County, UK]

